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Global Citizen Scholars  
Energizing English and Spanish-Speaking Humanists  

to Advance Knowledge and Act 

Global Citizen Scholars is a global educational, research, and social engineering 
initiative that (1) reclaims humanity’s deep-seated cultural curiosity; (2) mobilizes 
technology to energize English & Spanish-speaking students (Global Citizen 
Scholars) to learn about and contribute to scholarly research on medieval/early 
modern Jewish, Christian, and Muslim cooperation and conflict; and (3) develops 
a new cooperative education-research model for the 21st century.  

Using the crowdsourcing power of over 10,000 students from 140+ nations in 
summer 2014, Dr. Martínez-Dávila taught his Massive Open Online Course 
students how to read Spanish manuscripts (paleography). Together, they 
transcribed a 500+ page historic manuscript of church affairs — which detailed 
the intimate affairs of churchmen, rabbis, chainmail makers, and everyday persons 
in 15th century Plasencia, Spain. They created a transcription of the handwritten 
text in just 3 weeks. This is the humanistic benefit of GCS. 

 

Motivating global citizens to transcribe archival manuscripts so that we can advance knowledge about our collective past of religious and cultural co-existence.

Deciphering Secrets of Burgos: 

City of Crowns, Bishops, and Two Faiths 

The first of three new Massive Open 

Online Courses (MOOCs) on the inter-

religious history of Spain’s Jewish, 

Christian, and Muslim communities.
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Why Collaborate? 
Humans are naturally cooperative, 

collaborative, and curious.  

We care about the humanities – history, the arts, philosophy, and language – 
because they embody the noblest goals of our globalized culture and our yearning to 
serve the higher purpose of making positive democratic, egalitarian, and socially 
beneficial contributions to our world. Yet, as technological change and Internet-
connectivity have advanced, we recognize that the essence of our humanity is being 
swallowed whole as our lives become less focused on people and more on technological 
devices like the Apple iPhone. A short trip on the Metro Madrid, lunching in a cafeteria, or 
even sitting in our own flats, reveals the pervasiveness of this phenomenon where 
humans stare intently into little video screens and do not acknowledge or talk to each 
other. Who is serving whom in this world – do we serve technology or does it serve us?  

GCS, a 36-month initiative, aggressively expands the crowdsourcing initiative 
known as Deciphering Secrets, which energizes current and former Massive Open Online 
Course (MOOC) students to assist with transcribing and investigating manuscripts 
pertaining to medieval/early modern Jewish, Christian, and Muslim interrelations. 
Deciphering Secrets is the crowdsourcing component of the larger project, the Revealing 
Cooperation and Conflict Project (http://bit.ly/14YSqwG ), an international research and 
educational collaboration that was founded in 
2012. RCCP investigates inter-religious affairs in 
Plasencia (Caceres), but is expanding to study 
other Spanish communities. 

Join Dr. Roger Louis Martínez-Davila, 
Ph.D., a CONEX Research Fellow at the 
Universidad Carlos III de Madrid, in advancing 
Global Citizen Scholars. More information at  
t h e D e c i p h e r i n g S e c r e t s ’ w e b s i t e , 
w w w . d e c i p h e r i n g s e c r e t s . c o m , o r 
rogmarti@inst.uc3m.es. 
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